Method and results
We analysed the database for women in the 16-24 age group attending as patients at our department between April 1998 and March 1999. The 10 girls' names most commonly encountered were recorded and compared with data from the Office of Population Censuses and Surveys, which published a database of popular names at intervals of 10 years.
1 The age of our study population spanned two data sets (1974 and 1984) . The frequency of the 10 most popular names in our records was broadly similar in both official databases, so we used 1974 for comparison as it most closely approximated to the mean ages of the named groups in the study population. As Tracey, Sandra, and Sharon did not feature in the 10 most common names in our clinic, additional data were collected for these names. Data were analysed with spss version 9.0.1, using an exact one sample 2 test. In the study period 1462 women aged 16-24 attended our department. The ranking and frequency of girls' names and the mean age of these patients in genitourinary medicine clinics and their frequency in the population for that age group are shown in the table.
Comment
Most of the top 10 names for women attending our department were seen with the frequency expected by the incidence of the name in the population. The names most often encountered were Sarah (3.8%) and Emma (2.4%).
The much maligned Sharon, Tracey, and Sandra were seen half as often as expected (P = 0.003), and as we enter the new millennium, these names make way for the more popular "Hampshire girls" Kelly and Louise (P < 0.0001 and P = 0.035 respectively).
Having detected a significant difference in the names of women attending our genitourinary medicine clinic in a retrospective study, we suggest that a prospective randomised study on an "intention to name" basis should be performed. This may, however, have recruitment difficulties.
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